BELIEVE – 
THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
13.  Before There’s Life, There’s Darkness
Scripture:
John 18:1 – 19:22
Theme:
Confident belief in Jesus must weather the dark evil in the world.
INTRODUCTION

The time for words and demonstrations of authority and power by Jesus had passed.  John recorded the word of Jesus concerning God’s truth and grace, man’s sinfulness and His own identity as God’s.  Now the greatest test of belief would come.  Would the powers of evil and darkness overcome the hope of light and life?
This eighteenth chapter leads into the concluding section of John’s Gospel.  In Chapters 13-17, Jesus focused on tending His sheep – His twelve disciples – by giving them final instructions regarding their life together in preparation for the coming crucifixion and devastation of His death.  He entrusted them by prayer into the care of His heavenly Father.  But now, the clashing principles of belief and unbelief in Jesus come to a climax.

In the betrayal and accusations brought against Jesus, the darkness of unbelief is unmasked.  The ambivalence of the disciples, the treachery of Judas, the weakness of the disciples, the denial of Peter, the jealous malice of the priests and the cowardice of Pilate show how unbelief reaches its ultimate end.  The light and hope for the world was about to be quenched.

Will sin, suffering and Satan overcome the Word who became flesh?  How deeply is the world entranced in darkness?  How great is the power over of God’s love for us?  Does having belief in Jesus as the Son of God make any difference in such a hostile world?  What hope is there if God’s truth and grace is overcome by evil when even those who believe desert Him?  In light of the seeming defeat of Jesus and all His idealistic teachings, these questions need to be answered.

As you study this lesson, notice the various responses and reactions of people to Jesus in this critical time.  Notice the impact of their feelings and responses:  greed, fear, disillusionment, jealousy, pride, popularity, indifference.  Try to place yourself in this story.  What feelings would impact your response?
I.  The One Who Betrayed Him
   
John 18:1-11
In John 13:21-30 we read that after Jesus gave him a dipped morsel of bread, Judas immediately went out into the night.  In a matter of a few hours he returns with a band of soldiers coming to betray his Lord.

1. Where does Jesus lead His disciples after leaving the upper room?  What was significant about this place?  Lu. 21:37; 22:39     What happens?  Lu. 22:40-44
2. How would you describe Judas.  What motivated his betrayal of Jesus?     Matt. 26:14-18; Jn. 12:5-6; Mk. 14:4-7, 10-11, 44
3. What can you learn from Judas about people who:
· Hear the Gospel, but refuse to repent?
· Have the wrong priorities in their lives?

· Are able to say, “Lord, Lord” but who lack obedience?

4.  
What subtle reflection does John include concerning the statement made by Caiaphas and what is the significance here?  Jn. 18:14
II.  The High Priest Who Rejected Him
 
John 18:12-14, 19-24
1. Who were Annas and Caiaphas and why do you suppose Jesus was taken to them so quickly?   Lu. 3:2; Acts 4:6; Lu. 22:4-6
2. What subjects were covered by Annas’ questions?  Jn. 18:19
· Why did Jesus advise the High Priest to ask those who heard Him?  Jn. 18:21; Deut. 19:15-21

3. How does Jesus “turn the other cheek” and expose the trial as a mockery?  Jn. 18:22-23
4. What inconsistency do you detect by comparing these proceedings with the attitude demonstrated in  Jn. 18:28?
III.  The Disciples Who Deserted and Denied Him 
  John 18:15-18, 25-27
1. When Jesus was arrested, how did the disciples react?  Matt. 26:56
· What do you suppose prompted this response?  Isa. 41:10, 13
2.
What do you learn about Peter in his initial reaction to Jesus’ arrest?   Jn. 18:10
3. While Annas interrogates Jesus, Peter and John are outside waiting for news.  Compare how Jesus handles the questions of this powerful high Priest (Jn. 18:12-14, 19-24) with how Peter handles questions from servants?  Jn. 18:15-18, 25-27    What contrasts do you see?
· When was the hardest time for you to admit that you were a follower of Jesus?  Why?

IV.  The Judge Who Condemned Him 
  John 18:28 – 19:15
1.  What is the primary motive for the Jews taking Jesus to Pilate?  Jn. 18:31-32

· What is the accusation do they bring and why would it be a criminal offense in the eyes of Rome?

· What would the title “King of the Jews” mean to Pilate?    To Jesus?  Jn. 18:33-37

2.
What do you think Pilate meant by his comment in Jn.18:38?
· What is Jesus referring to by “the truth”?  Jn. 1:14, 17; 8:32; 14:6

3.  After examining Jesus, what is Pilate’s conclusion?  Why doesn’t he just release Him?

Jn. 18:38 – 19:7

APPLICATION
How would you explain why Jesus was crucified to a non-Christian?
When have you found yourself having deserted or denied Jesus?

What can you do this week to better reflect that you are a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ?
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